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His plain Sermon Preached to « Conntrey Con- 
gregation, without any deſign of making it pub- 
lic, was drawn from me by the Clamors of 
ſome People _ it, and the 

cc 


1 me for it. Pre it was 
; when fo heard. the "- way of the late inn 


2 h We ht it m to put m Pariſhioners Im 

i Ned IF the ws; NE nie 

, | confirm them in their Logalty acaief all fuch Tempt ati- 

i. 9#s as they might (probably) meet with from evil mind- 

| 4 tdwer.. To that end, I preached the greateſt part of 

' | whet. is here Printed the next Lords day, hoping that 
| it wight do 00d, and being Confident that it would not © 

grve-the leaſt offence, beravfe Thad more then once up- 

| | 9»ſome Occaſion . or other, cither in Preaching or Cate- 

| | chiſrng, delivered the ſame things for ſubſtance, and of- 

; es no body by it. B * within #wo days after, wo) 
2 to 


To the Reader. 


told that ſome of my Pariſhoners had feud Thad made 
a bad. Sermon the Sunday before, a Sermon that had lit- 
tle of the Goſpel in it ; but why they thought ſo or what 
they faulted, or who thoſe wiſe. men were, ] could not 
learn from him that told it me : And the next day 
there was a Report brought to my Houſe, fron a Village 
feven miles diſtant, That T had Preached the beſt and 
greateſt part of my Pariſhoners out of the Church.” This 
great lye I could not but wonder at,and being told that it 
was one of my own Pariſh that brought it thither, and 
had (probably) carried it further, it was ſome trouble to 
me. And upon ſecond thought I reſolved to Preach 
the ſame Sermon again (ar near as I could in the very 
ſame words) the next Lords day, preſuming that ſome 
of the more ignorant ſort of People had miſunderſtood 
my words, or that there was great mk RR the 
ame things to prevent (if it were poſſible) the riſmg 0 
= Seditions or Er A brants, in any of wk 2 
ſuppreſs them, if they were already riſin, which ſome 
Storys that were ſcattered abrord the Countrey, and were 
but to eaſily believed by the common ſort, did make me 
afraid of: Accordingly ] did ſo, adding in the cloſe 
ome few things upon the ſame SubjeF. But . before 
that work, was ended, I was informd that I was become 
the talk of the County, and inquiring upon what account, 
T heard it was for preaching Popery ; and it was ſaid by 
many, that I was turning Papiſt, if not turned; and it 
was added that I had great Correſpondence with a Gen- 
tleman of the Popiſh Religion in my Pariſh , ſent him 
News and received News from him dayly (though 1 had 
not ſeen nor heard from him in ſeveral Months, and he 
was at that time (as I was informed) in Warwick- 
ſhire) and it was ſaid in « Popiſh houſe not three-miles 
| from 
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To the Reade, 


from me,That I had Preach'd that thePope was 
Head of *the Church. How I reſented theſe Sanderons 
Storys, the Reader may eaſily gueſs. That in a Pariſh 
| —_ I had lived ſeveral years, and taken no little pains, 

Preaching and Catechiſing Conſtantly Lords day, 
and ſometimes on other days ; when I had wronged none 

but obliged all ſo far as in me lays where I had not been 
exal? in requiring my dues, nor vexed any with Law 

Srits, how obnoTious ſoever they were to them; where I 
had ſpent almoſt all I had received in Hoſpitality and 

op 3 where I had forgiven many wrongs, and ſome- 

_ aſt them by,as not once to mention them to thoſe 

that + them, leaving them wholly to the Reproofs of 
their on Conſciences; and it ſhort where I deſerved not 

the leaſt ill will (43 many will bear me witneſs) for which 

I muſt for ever glory to God, bes T ſpeak it not ont of « 

bumor of boaſtittg, but as conſtraine o it, to —_ 

my ſlanderers of the greatneſs of their fot ; That i in fuc 

a oÞoril (I ſay 9) T ſhould fird Fe ſo blockiſhly _ 

in matters of Religion, ſo heedlſs and inconſiderate as 

to call that Popery which was downright againſt it 3, 

or ſo ill affeFed towards me as to raiſe an and jj read a- 

broad ſuch ſlauderons Reports againſt me,at ad a time, 

and when they could not but know, that if the Rebels 

bad been able to have brought their forces amongſt ns, 

the Reports would have cxpofiel me to their F ang ta in 

all probability have coft me my DC G—_— 

tex me into their Hands ; "7 
affeFed towards the King(when IT am ow they has beer 
tanght better) as wm or his ſake to Perſecute me "ths with 
their Tongues , this T belive the ; ors will think 
was no light Afition to me. And yet this was not 
all, for as I had reaſon to believe that I had bot al _— 


labour of Love .with many of them, and ſaw them in 
theready way #0 loſe their-own Souls; Jo by what I heard 
from Jome of wy Reverend Brethren concerning the 
Carriage of the people'towards them, I ſaw plainly t hat 
the Enemies of ourReligion would draw no ſmall Advan- 
tage-from thier Himor and Doings, and that they were 
taking « direF Conrſe to deprive themſelves of that Re- 
ligion they ſeem'ſo fond of. But how ſadly ſoever Tre- 
ſented all this, and more then this, I reſolved to keep. 
my Reſentments to my ſelf, and never to declare then 
to ary 5 and had done ſo; I beileve, if it had not come 
into my thoughtzyhat my ſeeming nnconcernedneſs might 
be Imterpreted'to my prejudice, and made an Argument 
againſt me that I was indeed very much inclined towards 
Papery. Having therefore changed my Reſolution, and 
begun to unbgſom my ſelf to ſome of my Friends, they 
_ wy yy if not the wy way (the Report 

eing: carried fo far) to wipe of thoſe Aſperſions, and to 
make the rink ws mpg Bok my Sermon. 
This Advice (though not approved at firſt) I reſolved 
at length to follow,zpont thefe- Conſiderations ; That Iwas 
concerned to wipe them of, if 1 defired to do any good 
in theGonntrey,the- menee of aPapiſt being no leſs hated by 
the gtherulity then that of the Devil, and becanting every 
day more odious to them by theStorys that go about(with 
bow nench truth I know not ) of the threatning Speeches 


and. inſdlent:AFidiee of fore. of them. That the Sermon, 


Plain ac '7t ig, $outainre tobolſors Injkrictions.aud may do 
Jome'\gobd, 'with\(ed\ blefſerg, 43th among Proteſtants 
and Papilts; for that ſome of both, ſort «will read it,who 
have read nothing-elſs upon; this Subje@., I an very Con- 
fident.. That ſorhewpho are too-apt to; flinder the Clergy 
mey be reftainet in ſome-maſure from it" by what vs 
itodel ere 


Tothe Reader, 
' here acconmed for, ard others maybecame leſr: forward 
to entertain any ill ſtoryes that. are raiſed concerning 
them. Theſe and ſome other Reaſons induced. ave to 
\publiſhit, and to put my Name to 1t,,.: thigh Thad fr- 

merly reſolved th4 my. Neme:ſboptd never beawt. #o 
any book I have only one thing more to ſay as to this 
matter, viz. That I have Printed nothing but what I 
Preached,, from the beginning to the end of the third par- 
ticular concerning the Perſons commanded t6 be ſubjed; 
and have left out nothing material, only ſome words here 
and there which I uſed in ſpeaking to explain my mean- 


ing,and make it more eaſy to be underſtood by ignorant 
people 5 and that the cloje-is 41 n 
Preached afterwards _ the latter part of the verſe, for 
I continued to preach upon the ſame Subje@&, till the 
news came that the Rebels were vanquiſhed, 

And now if this fall intothe Hends of any of my Re- 
verend Brethren ofthe Clergy, I would deſire them to con- 
ſider with me how much we are concern'd to take heed 
to our ſelves, and to our Dodrine, ix theſe Times; 
o—_ our ſelves with Courage again#t all the ill Uſage 

t are like to meet with, both from thoſe who are yet our 
own people, and from thoſe that are not 5, to unite all 
together in Love, to defend againſt all adverſaryes our 
Common Intereſt, I mean not our ſmall Revenues, Re- 
qutations and the like, though theſe are not tobe ſlight- 
ed,but I mean our moſt Holy Religion;and the Laws of 
that beſt of Churches to which we do belong, to implore 
Gods mercy dayly towards our People, and beg Pardon 
from him for their Abuſe of the Goſpel, and their vile 
treating of us its unworthy Miniſters : And earneſtly 
to beſeech him to kindle and maintain in our hearts ſuch 
a fervent 


| To the Reader. 
efervent Loveto their Souls, which Chriſt has redeemed 
| with bis moſt precious blood, that no diſcouragement we 
muy receive ſrom any may be of force to render us careleſs 
Sores and make us ceaſe to with all our mig 
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Re. ET AG 
your own Duty, I muſt deſire you to 
Conſider with me three things, things, wh, 

I; What is here meant by the igher 


""t. What It 1s fo be Subjets untothem. 
3. What ismeant by every Soul. 

I, What is here meant by the Higher Powers. 
And for the better mt of this, ang that 
I may take occafjon to ſi ot See thing 
which are: but too need ao be gat in eſe 

ays, 


- 
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(2) 
days, I muſt defire you to note the following Parti- 


culars. 

© 1. By the Higher Powers we muſt underſtand Hu- 
man Earthly Powers. Such as are ordained of God 
for the Government of the World, and under God, 
take care of the Publick weal, being his Miniſters, 
to encourage and reward thoſe that do , and 
to puniſh thoſe that do evilz to whom Tribnte is 
therefore tobe paid, as a juſt Acknowledgment of 
their Care and Pains for the Common good. 

This is ſo-plain from the words of the Text, and 
thoſe that flow them, that I need not infiſt upon 
it. But this I have noted, to diſcover to you the 
folly and wickedneſs of thoſe, that oppoſe Govern- 
ment or Magiſtracy, as contrary to the Goſpel, and 
as ar Uſirrpation upon Chriſtian Liberty. That 
there were ſuch in the very firſt Times of 
Chriſtianity, is evident from what the Apoſtle St. 
Peter in his ſecond Epiſtle, Chap. 2. verſ. 10. and the 
—_—_ St. Jude verl. 8. of his Epiſtle, do tell us, 

ere we read of Filthy Dreamers, that defiled. the 
Fleſb.living in the Luſt of uncleaneſs, and deſpiſed Do- 
zinion | or Government) and ſpeak evil of Dignitys: 
ing (aswe may pr gather from other 

places of Holy Scripture) that the Goſpel freed 
them fromall obligation to Magiſtrates,as ſuch, and 
that they were 'not bound to be ſabje& to them. 
That theſe men were of the Fews, and of the Se 
of the Phariſees, before their tgking upon them the 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, I cinnot affirm; but it is 
p__ that they were, for 'tis certain that the 

hariſees were a proud and ungovernable ſort of 
People, ſo Pure arid Holy, and ſo dear to God in 
mn their own conceit, that they thought it unfit- 
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(3) 
ing for them to be SubjeR, of to pay Tributeto the 
Nwas Emperors3 And tn rkey did ſeve- 
ral times Rebel, for they did always watch for op- 
portunities to caſt off the Rowar Yoke. And it is 
certain, that as the Phariſees looked upon themſelves 
to be Gods peculiar People, and asſach were not to 
acknowledge any Power over them, but that of 
God, as = King and Ruler of his People 5 fo 
theſe filthy Heretics ing themſelves to be the 
choſen People of God, would own no King or Ru- 
ler oyer them, bat Chriſt, and as they were his Ser- 
vants and Subjeds, they were a free People as to 
all other Powers; But however this may be, the 
Apoſtles of our Lord eſteemed their Dofrine ſo 
deſtructive to the peace and welfare of human Soci- 
ety, and fo ſcandalons to the Chriſtian Profeſſion, 
that they thought they could not too often caution 
Chriſtians againſt it, or beſtow too black a Cha- 
rater upon them that taught it. And yet notwith- 
ſtanding all the cautions have given us in their 
| = the many hard things they have written 
them, we know that there have been many ſuch 
People of late years in this Kingdom , 'that will 
acknowledg no King over them but Chriſt, and 
own nn Benton; Jr what they call his, would 


be all Powers themſelves, and next to Chriſt, at his 


Right hand or Left hand. They account themſelves 
fo perfe&, that they eſteem all Human Powers as 
needleſs, though all men ſee, that they have not 
the leaſt ſpark of that Perfeftion they do boaſt of, 
and have as much need of Government,as the Horſe 
«and Mule of a Bit and Bridle. They cry up Chri- 
ſtian Liberty, and would make the World believe 
that Subjeftion to Human Powers is contrary _ : 
| B 2 at 


but the ay 24.7 ogg _ rs 4 
Clock for her Nongltioe 
a pretence for them fo ”_ # good in por paets ws 
Ryan you need not be remembered, that 
when there -was #0 King ine Tſrcel, and every man 
did io, there was nothing but -Outrage' and Vio- 
lence and Confuſion bath them, and us. In 
ſhort, che Liberty they 'talk of is ſo far from be- 
» hog ene that it ts Antichriſtian Law- 
Rudeneſs, and COS 4 for Chriſt 
hath taught us Higher Powers, and 
bath affwcd m dye here, that there is 10 
Pawer but of Gad,jand the Powers that be, zre ordained 
of God. And therefore if we be truly Chrifts Ser- 
vants, we ſhall be astruly the Kings Subjects, and 
farthfully perform the Durys of ſuch, becauſe Chriſt 
hath © commanded 1s. 
2. By the Higher Powers you are not to under- 
fend any thing diſtinft from the Perſons in Power, 
-but the Perſons in Power themſelves. This is evi- 
dent from the Context; for the Higher Powers in 
the Text are no other then the Rw/ers in the 3d:ver/. 
which Rulers arecalled/in the ſame verſe the Power. 
Beſides Power and Authority abſtracted from the 
Perſons in whom it 'is, cannot be ſaid to do what 
the Power or. Powers,are faid to dozviz.to.commend, 
or encourage, aveng; ot puniſh... 'AYd to this, that 
the Apoſtle having mentioned 'the:Power,verſ. the 3. 
and the Praife which they that do well have from 
it, headds vs a » verſ. the 4#h. For he (that 
muſt needs be the nin Power) '# the Mmiſter 
of God to thee for good, and he bears not the Sword tu 
viin, &c. Nor can WE think this uſe of the word 


ſtrange, becauſe *tis thus wufed :more than 'once - 
the 
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(5) 
the Holy Seriptures, (See Lake 12. 2erſ; 11. and 
Chapter 8..0f this Epiltle, werſe 38. when the Prix- 
palitys and Powers mentioned, are certainly the 
the Princes and Men in Power, which ſhould per- 
ſeeute Chriſts Diſciples for their Faith) and becauſe 
Cen A Ones: 
y Be. you, it. | ' ry. 
And indeed ;Gammon Reaſon will reach-us thus to 
—_— for . Power ſeparated from the Perſon 
in whony it is, + but, 8 Gwwers or figment of the 
Brain, and ferves-to no-purpdle [atall in the' lives of 
men, Ibn:Notiaan {as:welay)ithey are diſtmt, and 
may be co afluuder; bur -indeed they are 
one and the ſame and cannot-poſlibly be divided. 
And therefore they that reſiſt the Perfons.of them 
that —_———— ic their: woprnan arr ye 
rity 400, _ King io ' dy ded þ 
Captains, to fight-nenher with ſindll nor great, but 


David cat off the Rhirts' of '$avPr- Barmenit, this 
bears, told/hima that he had njured theKing, the 
dhnointed of the Lord. To ſay that Ahab, Saud or 
David could be touched, wounded, . Qlain., and 
ther Power or Authority nat vialated, :is :to-ſpeak 
rane, | nice, (and to uſe the cammon pheaſc-of 
ſome men ) «ſcriptural Nanſtence zi to. mince 
and diſtinguiſh things into juſt nothing 3 the Power 
and the Perſon.in whom 'tis Seated being -inſepara- 
ble... And thisE have noted for. the' Condemnation 
of thoſe who were the Authors of that Diſtinftion 
berwixt : Power and: :Pexſon,, - as1 if on& miiphic 
fight againſt the one, and nat Rc 
y ; An 


1 King, wr. 
V. 3le 


againſt Ahab did bid' them fight againſt the King of : Sam-17.1,2. 


[ſneel. And Achitophels. Caunfel was not only a- * Sn 24 4: 


(6) 

And much more of thoſe who could not only di- 
ſtingaiſh berwids, the Power and the Perſon, but 
could Arm the Authority or Power againſt the Per- 
ſon that bare it. For ſo in the late damnable Rebel- 
lionz the Commons that raiſed it, did pretend the 
Kings Authority to take Arms againſt Himſelf; 
and though'they took - his Perſon Priſoner, and cut 
off his Head, yet they pretended that they did not 
deſign to hurt the King. A moſt Helliſh Device,and 
beyond any of old Achitophels, framed on purpoſe 
to overturn all ſetled 'Goverments, and to bring 
Confuſion and deſtruftion upon all Human Society. 
Againſt which our Laws have fince very well pro- 
vided, requiring all perſons admitted to Offices and 
Places of truſtto abjure,or renounce npon Oath,the 
Trayterons poſition of taking Arms by the Kings Au- 
thority againſt bis Perſon. Indeed *tis hard to —_— 
that any rational People ſhould ever entertain ſuch 
a Trayterons Poſition ; the Authority which is for 
the ſafety of Subjets being manifeſtly much more 
forthe ſafety of the Sovereign. But what the Devil 
can do in the world'{by Gods permiſſion) and 
what power he hasover men, even wiſe men in 
wordly . matters, - that love not the Truth in 
ſincerity, but hold it in unrighteouſheſs is plain, as 
in other things, ſo in the prevalence of this ſence- 
les Dotrine im the late ' Times, and - by the 
backwardneſsi of "many to renounce it even in 
OUrs. 

3- When the Apoſtle ſaith, that every Soul muſt be 
Jnbje to the Higher Powers, we muſt not under- 
ftandit; 4s if-he meant; that we muſt be ſabje& to 
all the Powers that are 'in any part of the world, 
and 'may take upon them to command us ; for 
what 


—— 
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what have we to do with the oy _ France, or 
2,0r any other ard what have they to 
x query oy but hp mt ere rm: it of fray 
Higher Powers, i. e. of thoſe whom God hath ſet 
over us, and are his Mzniſters to us for our good. 
Other Powers have their people and ſubjeds, and 
they,and their Bounds are known. They are con- 
cerned only to command their own Subjets. and 
their Subjeds are concerned to obey them only : 
And let them ſee to the Prattiſe of their Duty: They 
have nothing to do with us, nor we with them, but 
3s we have Powers or Governors of our own, ſo 
we muſt be ſubje&t to them, and them only. If 
therefore any Foreign Priace or Potentate ſhall 
take upon him to command us, wemay, we muſt, 
flhght NT and reſiſt his _ __ if fon 
to compel us, that we may di or Duty 
oor on ing and Governor. God bt! not com- 
manded us to Serve ſeveral Maſters of different in- 
tereſt and defigns, nay he has forbidden it, in that 
he has ſet Ore over us,and commanded ns to be ſub- 
xt unto him. And this is the more to be remembred 
'us, becauſe of the Popes claim, what Power and - 
Authority not oply over us, but over thoſe Powers 
' alfo, whichare ſet over us, by Almighty God. Be- 
heve the Pope, and you muſt believe that we are 
hisſubjects, and that the King is fo likewiſe, that 
he candepoſe him and give hisCrownand Kingdom 
to another, if he ſees cauſe, that he can looſe the 
Bond of our Allegiance, and empower us to - 
againſt him, and caſt him our of his Throne. 1 
Power the Popes of Rome have claimed, but as we 
are ſure Chriſt never gave it them, ſo we can- 
not- own any ſuch Power in them but we muſt 
be 


(8) 

be TA __ breach of our Duty towards the 
King, inſt he owning. of any ſuck Power, 

e Oath of: rexacy 8-4 neceflary and wiſe 
Caution. 

4- By the Higher Pawere we muſt underſtand not 
only re Power in; the Kingdom, 5, e. the 
King, but the Powers, alfo that are ſibordinate to 
him, and moened by hun. Tis not faid the 
Highei# Power, or Higher Power, but the Higher 
Powers, "Tis not to one only, but to many = 
we. muſt be: fubjet, but, to thoſe many, not as 
Coordinate, for ſuch. our Kingdom hath. not, but as 
ſubordinate, asderiving Authority from one,z. e, the 

> who is the or the Higheſt Power, in 

the dom, thus St. Peter may expound 
St., Paxls meaning, x Pe#,2. 13. where both theſe 
AE, GHPT | we are told, that we muſt Submit to 
the as yuprere 1n his Kingdom, and to Goper- 
N0rs, As Mina: by. him; Which, as Bez.e notes, is 
ods to prevent 2 cavil of Now o_ he 
obedience.to #prewe Magitrates, but deſpiſe 

OS. pon 
we a rate carries 18.1 1tAUthort 
y. being. Dt nin, 99.64 Hang no. them, 9 


t 
on ET nat. He muſt make ho of 0+ 
thers in moſt things, and do great part of his work 
by. them zand. _ miult:do-this; ſo. what we; dq 
to.themis done as to- himſelf; if webe ſubje(t-to 
them ating by Authority, from hien we. are ſhe 
ject 


(9) 
ject to hitns if we refiſt them we reſiſt him. And this 
directly that Traterous Pofnion of ſome in 
theſe Kingdoms. That though #t be map ap} rocy ee 
&nſt the King, yet it is lavful to take Arms againſt 
FA that are Commriſſionated by him. Bat againſt whom 
do they oppoſe themſtlves, when they oppoſe them- 
ſelves agarnſt the Kings Commiſſioners > do they not 
poſe thoſe tharA&@ by hisAuthority? And canthey 
be reſiſted,and he not be reſiſted, hisAutority not vio- 
lated?This is as much as to fay,I ſtrike at a mans Legs 
or Arms, but notat the man; as if the man and his 
Legs or Arms were not all one, as if thoſe might be 
wounded,or cut off,and the man not hart; 
5. Though we muſt not underſtand by the A- 
ſtles words, that it is our duty to beſubjeQ to the 
Higheſt Power only, yet we muſt underſtand them 
thus, that it 1s our . to be ſabjd& in the firſt 
place to the Higheſt, for here'is a1 Empbaſy on the 
word Higher,and the Higher is to be looked npotias 
the Power. 'Tis true, the Kings Miniſters are 
then we, and therefore we are to be fubjeR to thety 
(as has .been flid) bat rhe Kingis hight they, 
and they, as we,are to beſubjeſt to ThePower 
they have is the Kings, and they have no power 
agamft him, and therefore as long as they att ur- 
der the King and by his Aathority, © long were 
bound to be fibje&t to them, but 16 totiper. And 
by this we tray know what weare #6 do, in caſe it 
ſhould happen that the inferiorMagiſtrates or Powers 
houtd divide from, and oppoſe themſelves, againſt 
the Kimg, and require our Aflſtatce. That we are 
toJook upon -the Highty as: the Power, and to be 
ſ{abjeRt;xo him. If, as ii old Time, the Barons or 
ary of the great Ones of the Kingdom ſhould call 
| C 


you 


| 
"Y 
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ou to joyn with them, as being: the Powers to 
ns ee to be fubjec; yon are to conſider 
who is higher, the Baron, or he that made him fo. 
Ifany Parliament ſhould (as once you know a Par- 
hament did) teſiſt the King, and require your Afſi- 
ſtance againſt him, as having Power, or being the 
Powers, you are to” conſider who is the Higheſt 
Power : who called them or made them to be a 
Parliament ? was it not the King by his Authority? 
who Eſtabliſheth all their As, and giveth them the 
force of Laws? Is it not the King? whois it that can 
diflolve-them and makethem nothing? 'Ts it not the 
King ? He therefore is to be looked upon as the 
Higher Power, to whom we are to beſubje&. 

6. When the Apoſtle requires every Soul to be 
Subje@& to the Higher Powers, you muſt underſtand 
him, of thoſe Powers that are lawfully and by true 
Right ſuch; and not by Uſurpation. An Ulſurper 
can no more be ſaid to be the Higher Power, then 
one that drives thee out of thy houſe can be ſaid to 
bÞ the true Owner of it. They only can be ſaid to be 
the Higher Powers, homes. o- it 5to be ſo. And this, 
the word which is rendred Powers dottimport, as 
every one knows that underſtands theGreek Tongue; 
and the words of the Apoſtle in the later part of 
this verſe ſhew us, that we mult 'underſtand : him 
thus,thePowers that we muſt be ſubje&to;being ſuch, 
as are of God, and ordained of God;and the Miniſters 
of God: Not every one that can get into the Throne, 
by any means or Methods, is to be owned for our 
Sovereign, but He whoſe right it is to be in the 
Throne. And I need not' ſay, that; our preſent 
Sovereign has apparently that Right z- becauſe, be- 
ſlides the Crown's coming to him by a long lawful 

lineal 


(11) 
linealDeſcent, His Right thereunto has been publick- 
ly owned by the three Eſtates of the Kingdom, Aſ- 
ſembled in Parliament; every Kingdom ſhould be to 
their King as Bacephalus is ſaid to have been to 
Alexander, he would carry none but his own Maſter ; 
ſo a Kingdom ſhould bear none but its own law- 
ful King and Governor. Every one that attempts 
the Throne ſhould be repelled, and he that ' uſurps 
it ſhould be caſt and thrown. There ſhould be 
overturning, overturning, overturning until he comes 
to take poſſeſſion, whoſe Right it is, as it was in the 
late times of Utſurpation and Tyranny. The King 
therefore, our preſent King, (for whoſe preſervati- 
on and proteion we do dayly pray)and thoſe that 
are in Authority under him, are the Higher Powers 
whom the Apoſtle enjoyns us to O__ to; Burt, 
7. You muſtnote, that the Apoſtle 'does'not fay, 
that we muſt be ſubje& to the Higher Powers if they 
be ſo and fo qualified, if they be of this or that Reli- 
ons but without any ſuch limitation; Let every Sowl 
ſubjeF to the Higher Powers. Now when the Law 
diſtinguiſhes not, 1t is not for us to do it, where 
God puts-no limitation nor exception we ought not. 
Itisa note of Beze's upon the words, that the 
Apoſtle did not uſe @ Trope here, putting the word 
Powers for them that have the Power raſhly and unad- 
viſedly ;, but that we might know that it is our duty to 
be ſubje@ to them that are in| Authority and Power, how 
worthy ſoever they may ſeem to us tobe of that Power 
and Authority, And Surely if ever any Perſon was 
unworthy of Power, Nero, who was Roman 
ur when this Epiſtle was written, was unwors 
thy of it, for by the conſent of all Writers, he was 
a meer Monſter, a _—_ fblthy and cruel Tyrant F 
2 an 


(12) 
and yet the Apoſtle charged Chriſtians to be' ſth- 
jet ro bim.; And this Qbferyation 1 have made, 
(&'at this tone ſome ignorant people, or worſe 
then_jgnorant; feem to think , That we are nor 
bound to be ſfabjet to our preſent Kung, becauſe 
(4s they ay, i ſpedking what they know not) {he is 
not of-our Religion. But I-beſeech you, Brethrer, 
te confider that'Nero avid thoſe that were in Aus: 
thorkty under him wereſofar from being of theChri- 
ſtian Religion, that they were bloudy perſecutors of 
x 5 and yet it was the Duty of Chriſtians then to 
be: ſibje& to them, and they were ſo: really and 
heartily, - And +5 it not-our Duty to beſubjet to a 
Chriſtian Prince, for ſo 'our King is, to a Prince 
that is fo far from-perſccuting us tor Religion, that 
he proteds and defends both us, and it, and hath 
folemnly-promnuſed ſo to do 3 certainly it is. And 
i we think not fo, 1 am ſtare, we underftand not 
the Religion of Chriſt, and do but ill deſerve:that ke 
os ny ern bmiparnd rag Sy 
- you are the fiygver rs, 
whom we ars tobe:ſubje&dto. Let us now 
 ILCbnlider-whatritis to be fabjecÞ tothem. Let eve- 
ry Sowl be ſubjett or let every Soul ſub jet# himſelf ro the 
Higher Powergfor {© the words may be rendred;we 
ſhould:fabjet our ſelves to the\Higher Powers, and 
Aot be forced no-.it by them- 'the more” free and 
ready our ſubjeRtion'is, . the more acceptable it is to 
Goediand\them, but letting this-pals at prefent, the 
words, are-not apermilſion barely as of a thing in- 
different, nor Counſel meerly as of a thing expedi- 
ent 5 but drwperative of a thing that is our __ 


And therefore 'you may obſerve: that the A 
1ays afterwards, v.:5. whereforewe muſtmeeds be ſub- 
| je# 
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pk ors tw Os pon ts, Wo —— 
2 ern) fewer romeo ere "Now 


the word, which 'we tranſlate ; to be ſabjetF,” ſeems 
—_—— cation, and Bae _ 
bend: our wh gy t&'> 

thir we are-obliged to,as Ttifdrhors' 01 


ſeveral ftations' orplaces, with 
ſeveral parts or branches w 
other Texts of Seri = 
meet.to-memtion b 

1. There-madſt be 2d 
fo far as\to entertains 
ts do-our Duty as -Snbjefts "6d y Ind et 
we muſt Reverence them for the place ys are 'in, 
and the Authority they are Inveſted ft, 3s ving 
Barks anticriey and his Sword of J ant * 


thew. that do well, weare charged'by Solomon to fear 
the Lord and the King, Prov.24. 21. Not the Lord! 
only, but the King ao. Now as the Fear 'of the, 
Lord is-nothing elſe but fach an awful ſence of his 
glorious Majeſty and Power, as ſhbjefts aur whote 
man'to his Wl and Commandjnents; fo the Frarpf 
the King 5 nothing elſeburfuch an inward Revyerent 
eſteem of his Place, Dignity and mem eie makes 
us to ſubje&our ſcty bf 
ty to the willof pa on 
Solomon commands us not to perk Fs g, Sh 
& our thoughts;Eec, 10.20. i.e. to eqtertain no mean 
and conternpt 110us thoughts of him, but to << ghom 
hooray pfhim.a5 $0 i poſliblegsofzPerſon 

-God,-whoſe om. 15 preater tha Foam lane ne 
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(14) 
vance next to himſelf in Power and Dignity. And 
this inward efteem of the Higher Powers is the Soul 
and Life ofthat Hoxovr, which the fifth Comma nd- 
ment enjoyns us towards them ; without which our 
outward Subjettion is bur little worth in the fight 
of God.as ling not from Conſcience,but from 
force or of Pumſhment, and will as ſoon fail as 
that ſhall be removed, - They are therefore wick- 
ed men, who though they yeild outward Subjetion 
tothe Higher Powers, do yet in their hearts con- 
Pore Elldebrande Cor Gregery. the Seventt,) Whoſe 
P ras (or ory whoſe 
Deine i008, that Kings had their beginning from 
men, who affeifed Rule by the inſtigation of the De- 
vil. 


2. There muſt be a SubjeQtion of the Tongue to 
the Higher Powers, #. e. we mnſt.uſe our Tongues 
to-their honour, to. expreſs. and manifeſt the Re- 
Peat wasto peak. for hunſelf before King Ave 

aul was to ſpeak. for -himſe re King Agrippa 
and Feſtxs, he gave Agrippa frequently the Title of 
King; and though. Feſtus told-him that he was beſide 
himſelf, (which ' was enough to have ſtirred an or- 
dinary Patience) he gave him a modeſt, a ſober 
Anſwer, with the Title of zwoft noble Feſtus, At. 26. 
25. And of the fame Saint Paxl we read, AG. 23. 5. 
that. when he: had. unadyiſedly' called the High 
Prielt a Whited-wal, (being moved by a blow moſt 
unjuſtly+ given him, )and was reprehended for it, he 
acknowledged his fault, ſhewing how we ought to 
ſpeak to our Rulers by quoting a known Text 


of Scripture, Thou. ſhalt nat ſpeak, evil of the Ruler of 


thy. People.. Which . paſſage is, the more to be re- 
membred, becauſe it ſhews that-it is not unlawful 
| only 
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only to uſe unjuſt Reproaches, butt: even/to ſpeak re- 
proachfully of the real Failings of -our Governors : 
It being unqueſtionable,that the High Prieſt was no 
better than a Whited-wall, who pretending to judge 
according to the Law, did contrary tothe Law, 
command an innocent Perſon» to be ſinitten.', We 
muſt therefore either not ſpeak-at all of the Hzgher 
Powers, or elſe ſpeak well and-honorably of them. 
We are too bold when we make them the Subjetts 
of our common Diſcourſes, too ſawcy when we pre- 
ſame tocenſare their A&ions,and we take too. much 
upon us, when we preterid to fathom the Depth of 
their Policys, -and to condemn the wiſdom of their 
_—_—_ No Maſter will endure ſuch Behaviour 
his Servants, no Parent from his Children: 
And: yet every ordinary Peaſant, every rade and. 
thick-ſculled Merharic will 'be "rat ' the Higher 
Powers, and calling them to their Bar, as if they 
thought themſelves able to teach them, how to 
_ the Kingdom. In this it is that, Rebellion 
= ns ent} woe of heir on Nl thaw 
, | 25 OT tNEIT 3, ONgUES/ er, 
Governors, 'they uftally yore to ec 3010-13 ork 
theirbands. "Theſe wzruly -Talkers do more againſt 
the Powers then the: Angels of God dare to.do: 
andif -you have any regard to what St. Peter and 
&. Jude have written, - you muſt place them: in che 
lame Rank with'the Apoſtate- pions; hog the filthy 
Sodomrites, ſee the 24. Epiſtle of St.Peter. Cap. 2. 
and read the Epiſtle 'of St. Jude. | 
3- Every Sonl muſt be Obedient to the Higher 
Powers. - Put thezs itt mind ( ſaith St. Paw! to Titus 
Cap. 3.'v. 1.).to-be Subje@, t0. Principalities, and 
Powers, to obey Magiſtrates , we muſt obey all ww 
) 


( 16:) 
jel Eawy, -albrheir lawfitl: Comfbinds. 7. What- 
ſdever they" Fequirtand etijoyin;if wo can doit with- 
om firminyg; {| God (whoſe Power i greater 
thah theirs) we muſt-do it, ay we muſt do it, be- 
caufewwhien the Laws-nizy be obeyel without fin, 
ot#diſobediericeis a fin, afid vor: fuffering the pe« 
miktydoth nor temove the fin, 'nor free us from the 
ent of God. »And this I have ſaid, to fhew 
you the it uſe thatis commonly made ofa Diſtindti- 
of eaefaritutnong'us} of | Aive and Paſſrve Obedi- 
efite{'avif men might "break the juſt Laws: of the 
King,"=hl yet be good Subjetts, and not break this 
Commimdwiine of God; becauſe they ſitffer the 
petty, when they catmot/avoid it. And ſo by 
- the-helpof this Diſtinftion |(which 35. none of the 
J1 leſt reſþe&t; Authority, would be 
t ht us Dutifill- hd // I  Shbjects, asthey 
nbey Dot the Supreme Rader ond Governorsf 

: tlie / er ahd 'Governor 
OW oblAvohen he pavelliaws.to mankind, did not 
inven tha ehey-Twuld break them and--dye'3 fo 
the Pa&3 hath hih fiorioverns} hyvenot made 


Liwethat ras tay bepuniſhtdfor breaking: them, 
NR © them fot their own and 
thepwlick And umi&6- it be-equalty 


King.” tiers Sabjes obey orbe ponithed; 
inp tee pon twhiw wherherxhey:be' benes 

by the Laws,67 mtde thifevable, it camtior be 
thoriphethar'the Law is ſirtjefied in its main Intenti- 
on, when the Subje& is panifſhed for the breach 
Of its 'It is ary ws tharivdheratly Izv is con- 
teaty £6 dy -Cottifland of: Gud,: are not 
bonnd 46 44+ obedience, for Grd muſt be obeped 


rather har er and Vhen the Paſſive 1ence Ot 
| Submiſhon 
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Submiſſion -to, the — Sufficient 3 but 

woo. he. Tow 00 he 6 is not- 'to 
Command of God , the chuſing of Paſſive 

Obetiere before Aﬀtive is a real Contempt.and 

| 

pF "a Our Purſes and Eſtates muſt be ſo fir (abject 


tothe Higher Powers,” asthe paying of Taxes, \Tri- 


butes and Cuſtoms according as the Laws do re- 
quire, When the Queſtion was propoſed fo our 
bleſſed Saviour by ſome. Jews, whether it were law- 
fal to pay Tribute to Ceſar or not 2. He anfwertd,. 
Sade ps Ceſar the things that are Caſars,Math. 23. 
Cuſtoms and Tributes are Ceſar, therefore 
Cr muſt have them. And the Apoſtle here'men- 
tions it as an Inſtance of our. ſabj tothe 
Hig her Powers. That we Frevt y.them Tribute, verC Fa 
Render to off their Dues, Tribute to:'wborm Tribute it: 
due, Cuſtom to whon | And dye ye, they -are 
a the Higher Powers O08 both in - and Gratitude, 
r they areat the coſt of our Defence Proteit 
on, and the Benefits we. partake,of by 2 
and nl pang are. innumerable and;1 


7 Gods Mimiſters attending continually whore this 
t 

We b ga to be ſibſes ele ac? =_— fac 
Ofhes as the _ to, Gm in 
Ciſcharging thern coil or he 


bl 00d. -. 
elves, .in their own.P mag _ 
others in ſeveral employ , and, who wo —_ 
better make, uſe of then own ſubje4s,; and) 
Fho are obliged tg __ # them bunch 
To thaſe oficeyor erployments that 9 
D 


as 
fons js not to be hazarded. The People of IFeel 
weld net-cenſent that Devid their King fhowld go 
out wich them to \ Fart, for _—_ of quenching their 


dy, 1 Hyg wml People are ek. he L VEres.d 


meachly, _— OC Prince with their 
a Purſes in the Rryice of War, 
SR {6 GibjeR to aff their cenfires 
'n yang af inn0 cafeto reſt * =_ i 
y: ens upon 1s, oppreſs arid wron 
= ITED we'walk a8 
onyey There is no 


"Gods pple, as his Mint- 


14k their Power for 


their ſibje@s good they will abuſe it, they 
+ II it, and not to us, he 
owerto pint them, botwe hive none, and. 
"$t'wheit," an in what 'ntanner, he fees 


good; and it eardeap Aion leave him to do it 
who hath {hid '#t mie, and 1 will 


me add he 
words 
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words of $t, Ptter/1 Epiſti 2; 20; 1 Whereveliſtaniees 
s plamly ' forbidden every to- an :mmocent:Perſdni! 
For what glory is it, for youy 
Fundus, it yariendl Ho' well 


eth nightoouſly. 1 ia Do 
Lordiraught, andthe 


. Anddittterafbre# any'be 


be 
net convieo isthele: Daty-5 if ap to! 
Rebel 
Ways, | 
6 moſtpermciofs and damnadlebferchies-that e- 
wer wasbrought into theworldNow in thepractice 
of theſs Dutys- does our-ſtiSjeHon 'to the * Frobby 


Poweys rainy confiſt and fſhew"it (lf; :and%iff we 
AA D 2 will 
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will obſerve this precept of the Apoſtle, it bclioves 

ts t0.tako care that; we'be not wanting in any one 
"Tr Mg 3 « 

occod now to ſhew you what i is wearit by 

who are the Perſons who are bound to 


Means every. men at -uſial Synecdoche. Its 


; the Sout for the man,to intimate 
tto-the Higher her Powers, ſhould be 
from" ready, cheerful; 
not-; by conſtraint gerbes is- bruitiſh 3 not meerly 
Paſſive, burn all-lawful things Active, bur it mat- 
hn 109 eng for it isevident 
enough other places of Scripture,that it ought 
rb, that wedge 'Apoſtle teaches cuncern- 
the ſubjeFion or obedience of Servants to their 
Maſters; Eph. 6.6.7. and Coloſ. 3. 23. being ' appli- 
cable with adv _— jection of all Infe- 
riors to the Higher Powers. That 'which I think my 
DI TEES 
exception of any, tro tot 
Power-.-: Let every Soul. (faith the Apoſtle) an ex- 
preſſion that includes all and excludes none. And 
thus any'unprejudiced man of comtnon ſences one 
would think - muſt. underſtand it, for beſides the 


force- of the expreſſion it- ſelf, every Soul, the A- 
es, words: afterwards, whoſoever - refiſteth the 
ower —— and ' they that reſift—=and wilt thou 
wot be afraid of the Power ——--. And he is the 
Miniſter of God to thee , &c. ſeem x0. be -uſed 


ON 


e to direQt every ' ae that 1s. : or 
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(ii) 
Higher Power, or Ruler, to take the precept as gi- 
ven to himſelf. And yet notwithſtanding this 
the Popes of Rome and their Adherents for ſeveral 
hundredsof years have made bold fo to diſtinguiſh 
and limit the Apoſtles words, as to exempt them- 
ſelves, and all their Clergy, from ſubje&ion to the 
Coil Powers, But what Warrant they have from 
God to do thus I am. altogether i nt. ' We 
know that our Blefſed Saviour owned the Power of 
the Romar Emperor, and thoſe that were in Au- 
thority. under; him, and ſubmitted himſelf to it 
without pleading any exemption. For thas he an- 
fwered Pilate when he fpake to him of his Power, 
Thou couldeſt have no Power at all againſt me, except i 
were giver thee from above Joh. x9. 11. And 'we are 
ſure, that when the Apoſtles were b t before 
Principaltics and Powers for their faith ſake, they 
never excepted againſt their Power, - but defended 
themſelves and their Doctrine before them; yea 


 $t. Pax! did plainly own their Authority, and it s 


written for our Inſtrufion in this point Act. 25. 10, 
11, I fard (faith he at Ceſars Judgement Seat, where I 
ought to be judged, [ mark that] If 1 be a offtnder, or 
beve —_——— thing wort _ £7 refuſe not 


yo 
to dye, I appeal nnto Ceſar. Which aling unto 
Ceſar At 5 nethrs of his A ww 1m. 
Forthe Liberty of Appealing to the Romar I 
ror was a priviledge granted only to them that were 
free” Citizens of Rowe, and the Apoſtle could not 
claim this but by owning himſelf a Citizen of Rome, 
and'thereforea ſubject to the cheif Governor there- 
of. Itis nolcſfscertain that the Holy Fathers and 


Biſhops of the Church, .yca and of Rome 'too,. for 
311 3 above 


(22) 
aboveſix undeeds/years.after Chrift, dic not ouly 
acknowledge themſelves ſabjectto theCivil Pomers, 
but did declarethat they; and all men whatſoever, 
were honnd te be fo. 


Gregory, ti medinhe-Q Biba of Rive, Foes 
oy. na reat; [#) 
6 expgund the Tant- And Saint: Berzard (many 
gy moe > ron th the Apo to 2 Biſhop faid 
eng the. _— 
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ousPrinciple, ne  Dodtrines: diftruftivets.Gover- 

ment:entertamed and afiereed by: any calted/Pro- 

teftants, but "the: ſame have: been. afferted and 
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vents. Bat thanks be'to God that the Charch of 
Land ean be charged with no fach miſth-ivous 
and damnsble DoQrmes ; whofe Dodrine I atn 
fareT have now taught you, and as1 do ſtedfaſtly 
believe it to be the Dodrine of. Chriſt and his A- 
poſtics, foT donbr nor, but by Gods Grace, I hall 
conrinine in the belief of it to the end of my Lite. 
Thus have 1 explained the words of my Text, and 
Thope clearly and profitably with reſpe& to the un- 
happy circamſtancesthat this Kingdom is at pre- 
ſam under. 

"And now to condade- this Diſconrfe in asfew 
- «nyt be. Not to trouble you with Com- 
plaints of rhe litrle Sence which marry men have 
ef their Duty to the Higher Powers, which 


File, ro 


ſider what it is, tha 


o 


the 
Goſpel, which Chrafts Miniſters onght S Preach? 
Are you fo little able to diſtinguiſh between” true 
Quit tn Hh awe? Dottrine and Papery, as to 
call the Preachmg of Sabjection to the H Pow- 
enPopery ? have you had the Holy Scriptures fo 
many years in your Hands, m yoar own. 

andpretended to-make thetn, and them, onity the 
Rule 


24) | 

Rule of your Faith and PraQtiſe? :and can you -be 
ignorant of, or will you rejed the truths now de- 
livered out of them, and writted ſo plainly in them, 
that none but thoſe who will ſhut their eyes can 
avoid ſeeing them? Hath St. Pax ſo little credit 
with us, when he tells us,.. That there is no Power but 
of God, and the Powers that be are ordained of God, 
that we will not believe him? or can we poſlibly 
faſten any other ſence upon his words but this, that 
itis God that niakes Kings, and not men 3 That 
whatever they are as to their Perſonal Qualificati- 
ons, Abilitys for Government, or Religion, they 
have their Authority from God, and are his Mini- 
ſters? And if this be his meaning, have wenot 
good reaſon to believe, that if we diſpiſe them, we 
deſpiſe God ; if wereproach and ſpeak evil of them, 
we reproach and blaſpheme God if we diſobey 
their-juſt Laws, we diſobey God 3 if we murmur, 
reſiſt, rebel againſt the King, we murmur and rebel 
againſt God, . And can we . think, that- they can 
eſcape the Judgment of God, who do ſo ?' Cari we 
haveſuch thoughts of God, as to imagine, that he 
1s not concerned in a ſpecial manner for the fafety, 
the Rights and Intereſts of his qwn Vicegerents 3 
and the Defence and Maintenange of his own Au- 
thority in them for the Government of the world? 
Are we yet tolearn what the miſerable Ends of Se- 
ditious,trayterous andRebelliousPerſons uſually are? 
Has Liberty, Peace and Plenty made us ſo wanton 
(for Iamſure we yet have ſuffered no Oppreſlion to 
make us mad, nor any want but, what our own 
Prodigality, idleneſs and. viciouſneſs have brought 
ppon. us) that wg care not what we do to bring 

confuſion 
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(25) 
confuſion upon ns ? Are we ſuch Sots and Fools as 
to liſtento the cnrſed whiſperings of every Achito- 
phel, and to dance after the Pipe of every. Shebeb 


and , then would 

wool cu fiet Shields A Ke br; moſt 

famous Warriors, in the of Treaſon and 

Rebellion? Is the Author and ProteQtor of our moſt 
Religion 


Rome, for ſo-.many years , (and that juſtly) with 
their Trayterous and Rebellious Principles and 
Practiſes,and ſhall = _—_— nn tvs and 
jultify all their Treaſons an Ilions by treading 
in their ſteps? Is it the way to render our Pro- 
feflionJovely in the eyes of theworld;and toendear 
td itonr Governors, to do thus? And can we hope 


to 
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| (26) 
to engage Almighty God.to takecareof its preſer- 
vation by the worſt praftiſeswe dare be Guilty of 
againſt his Vicegerent ? In one word, can we take 
it to be the way to Heaven, to break the Order of 
the Divine Providence in the Government of the 
World: to ſet-at naugkt-ſo many plain and expreſs 
Commands from Chriſt,and-diſpiling allthe Bleſſings 
of Peaceto erideavour all the ways we can after 
confuſion and deſtruftion ; we: cannot ſurely be 
ſo unreafonable,_ ! +: :; I 74-4 
Let us therefore; I beſeech you,ſhew our ſelves Men 
and Chriſtians, Chriſtians of the Communion of the 
beſt Church in the World, a Church brilt apor 2 
Rock, that can never fall, if we do not overthrow it 
our ſelves, by our abuſe of the Goſpel, and all thoſe 
Excellent means of Piety and Vertue which we per- 
take of in it. Let.us fear the Lord, and the Kine, 
and not meddle with them that are given to change ; 
And being ſtedfaſtly perſwaded, that Almighty God 
is King over all, that He flardeth in the Congregation * 
of the Mighty, and is Fudg among the Gods; that he 
willnot only execute 7», nouns in' another world, 
but doth Govern this, and conſequently will ei- 
ther Prote& us from Violence and Perfecution, or 
crown our Patience and avenge our Cauſe ; let us 
always ſhew our ſelves good Chriſtians by bei 
Loyal Subjects: And to the conſtant Practiſeof 
that hath been now taught, let us add our dayly 
Prayers toGod in the behalf of our preſentSovereigr, 
That it may pleaſe God ſo to bleſs and preſerve him, 
- that he may rule overus many years in the Fear of God, 
the conſtant exerciſe of Piety, Juſtice and Mercy, and 
in Proſperity and Peace : That he may continue to de- 


ſerve 


(27) 
Ih the Hearts of all his Subje&s,and ever have them: 
he may never give them any juſt cauſe for Jealouſys 
- as and the (beg entertain without 
: That be may be e hay Þ onr conſtant Praiſe of 
= Ciiſia Lydy, we be ſo ie by his con 


Cor to maintain omote the 
Rt: = Pratiſe of Religiaw,and the welfare 
of the Clareh « of God. Amen. 


